because you and your sister and the dancer may get into
the Palace and warn Tino and Justo what they're up
against. It isn't an election, it's a revolution. I've been
led into it, little by little, not seeing what the game was,
and now that I'm in it, I know, and it's the thing I've
fought all my life."

Theodora knew that Theophanes was a born actor,
able to play any part and persuade on any occasion.
She was not by any means sure that murder was
damnable to him; she reckoned that as unlikely; still, it
was certain that he was angry with his present political
allies. What he said about warning Tino made her heart
beat.

She said, "You know, perhaps, that we are both out of
politics, and I have been little here for some years. Will
you tell us what is happening?"

He seemed pleased at her tone. "I'm a ward-
politician," he said. "You know what that means. Fve
got a hand in a lot of dirty games, and I can swing a
vote in three wards, and have the boys just where I want
them; but in the main, I'm for the workers. I keep down
the rates, but I starve The City services, so that I've
always a pay-chest handy. What's the sin in that? I've
been poor. A lot of chance the poor have in a city like
this. What chances have the poor? They take what jobs
they can find, and can be pretty sure they won't be
good ones. They won't care if the garbage isn't swept
or the alley isn't lit or the sea-front isn't a carriage-
drive. I go to them and say, 'You vote the way I tell
you and I'll be by you like a friend'. So I am. There's
something for them out of the chest when the baby
comes; and a wreath and a headstone, and sometimes a
band when Father dies, as well as a purse slipped into
the widow's hand; yes, and the orphans are looked after,
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